
HOMILY 3rd Sunday of Lent 
Jn 4:5-42 

The significance of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman has 
many levels. 

Personal: “I thirst.” 
The first level is personal: The Samaritan woman experiences a different kind of 

transformation. She is drawing water at noon time when nobody comes because of 
harsh hot condition. Maybe she is intentionally trying to avoid social contact because 
she lives scandalous lifestyle, a wife of five men. But on that day, she meets a Jew, 
asking for drinking water. In return, Jesus gives her a living water because she is 
spiritually thirsty. She feels so humbled because despite of being a woman, a Samaritan 
and a public sinner, Jesus gives her special attention. The woman is herself converted to 
belief in Jesus as Messiah because he knows her sin but speaks with her just the same. 
She has found the solution to her thirst: God. 

Maybe some of us are thirsting. We too thirst for God. We thirst for his words, 
for his presence and for his loving embrace, because we are sinners too, beset with so 
many weaknesses and imperfections. We only have to humbly accept that we are in 
need of the living water that we need God in our life. You have come to the source, to 
the well wherein as a community of believers, together we draw the living water of 
Jesus here in the church. This water cleanse of our sins, gives us hope, restores our 
dignity and brings us closer to God. I hope, after coming to mass,  all of us may say; “I 
thirst no more because I have found God.” 

Social: “Come… [and] see.” 
The second level is social: Having come to know Jesus as the Messiah, the Samaritan 

woman becomes an evangelist to her own people. She now have the courage to tell the 
good news  even though she is an outcast and not a Jew. She returns to her town 
spiritually recharged and convinces them of her personal transformation and Jesus 
divine attributes. She leads them to Jesus so that they too may meet the Messiah. The 
Samaritan villagers return with her to meet Jesus for themselves, and many are said to 
come to believe in him. The wall between her and her community has been demolished. 
What exists now is trust for this woman, and the hope that she brings to the 
community. As one people, they “come and see” Jesus, so that they may experience 
themselves the wonderful encounter of the woman with the Messiah. 

Today, the gospel is challenging us to be evangelizers like the Samaritan woman. 
We’ll go back to our respective home and working place bringing the good news about 
God, the realizations and lessons from the readings, the inspiration brought about by 
the presence of fellow Catholics in the church and the inner strength coming from the 



spiritual nourishment that we receive in the eucharist. Some people, and even our own 
family members, get disappointed when we go home, because we do not bring Jesus, 
we do not share Jesus to them. Nothing has changed, we still gossip about people, we 
judge others, we speak foul words, we quarrel, we remain irresponsible with our duties 
and we do not stop our immoral activities. If we want to be evangelizers, invite them to 
“come and see” Jesus, but they need to see it firsthand through our concrete examples. 

Educational: “Now we believe.” 
The third level of the story is educational: Jesus uses his encounter with the 

Samaritan woman to teach his disciples that God’s mercy is without limit. The disciples 
return from their shopping quite confused to find Jesus talking with a Samaritan, and a 
woman at that! Jews are not supposed to mingle with Samaritans and not to a woman 
or public sinner. The disciples have witnessed the gradual impact of Jesus to the woman 
and her community. The Samaritans welcome Jesus in their village and become 
believers that he is the Messiah. In contrast with the Jews, they have not recognized him 
as the one sent by God. In this event, the disciples discover the welcoming attitude of 
the Samaritans, their openness to believe in Jesus and the reality that the Messiah 
belongs to all and not exclusive to the Jews alone. 

The universality of God, as the gospel presented to us, invites us to be more 
welcoming and understanding towards people belonging to different religion. We do 
not have the monopoly of God. In our own catholic community, we need to understand 
too, that God is not only for the righteous and pious, but he is also the God of sinners, 
the poor and marginalized in the society. Let not economic success, intellectual 
achievement and spiritual state divide us, but rather treat each other as member of 
God’s family. We are church both of saints and sinners, rich and poor, strong and weak… 
and we don’t have the right to judge or alienate others simply because they are not like us. 

To conclude: Jesus on the cross repeats this line “I thirst.” Physically he is thirsting, 
but more than that Jesus is thirsting for our love, longing for our presence and waiting 
for our return to a life with God. 


